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Dear Kevin 
 
INQUIRY INTO THE FLEXIBILITY AND AUTONOMY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 6 February and I apologise for not having responded to you 
sooner. 
 
I am pleased that the Local Government and Regeneration Committee has agreed to 
undertake an inquiry into the flexibility and autonomy of local government.  Like you, I 
recognise that there is growing debate about how Scotland should move forward and I am 
absolutely committed to ensuring that local democracy is given the strong place it deserves 
within that. 
 
I do not believe that anyone has a monopoly on that process and I therefore welcome any 
steps that can productively develop thinking and perspectives around what might be achieved.  
Indeed, in my role as Chair of the Commission on Strengthening Local Democracy I have 
been absolutely driven by the desire to hear from a wide range of witnesses, and to ensure 
that our evidence is as comprehensive as possible.  This has meant that over the last few 
months we have been working at a very considerable pace in order to reflect on over 200 
written responses to our call for evidence, deliver a programme of 13 evidence panel 
sessions, hold 5 public listening events, and seeks views through survey work.  Although the 
Commission was disappointed that the Committee was not able to provide a submission of 
evidence during this process (indeed very few parliamentarians chose to do so) I am glad that 
this important topic is being given consideration within the Scottish Parliament.  I am sure that 
you will be doing so in a spirit of partnership and in line with the principles of subsidiarity that 
should lie at the heart of any healthy democracy.  
 
I am also determined to deal with all of the evidence and opinion that we have gathered 
robustly and transparently, and in that respect you may be aware of some of the steps we 
have been taking to webcast evidence and publish information as we proceed.  We will 
continue to apply those principles throughout the duration of our work. 
  
This initial evidence gathering phase is likely to draw to a close in March, and at that point we 
plan to be able to draw together some initial headline findings about what we have heard.  
Beyond that, our second phase of work will involve exploring what positive change might be 
required, in order for us to build more detailed conclusions and recommendations in summer 



 
 
 

2014.  In practical terms, that will mean that as a Commission we can certainly work towards 
finding mutually useful ways of working with the Committee as part of its own inquiry over this 
period, and I would be happy to discuss these in more detail with you as you proceed. 
 
In the meantime, I wish the Committee well in its inquiry and I look forward to working together 
to put stronger local democracy at the heart of Scotland’s future, whatever the outcome of the 
Referendum later this year. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Cllr David O’Neill 
COSLA President and  
Chair of the Commission on Strengthening Local Democracy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


